
Bed Bugs 

 

Bed bugs are universal pests of humans and domestic animals, as 
well as of bats, birds, and various other mammals. The sole food of 
bed bugs is the blood of warm-blooded animal. Adult bedbugs are a 
reddish-brown, flattened, oval, and wingless, with microscopic hairs 
that give them a banded appearance.  

A common misconception is that they are not visible to the naked 
eye. Adults grow to1/8th - 3/16th of an inch in length and do not 
move quickly enough to escape the notice of an attentive observer.   

Bedbugs are generally active only at dawn, with a peak feeding 
period about an hour before sunrise. They may attempt to feed at 
other times, however, given the opportunity, and have been 
observed to feed at any time of the day.  

Attracted by warmth and the presence of carbon dioxide, the bug pierces the skin of its host with 
two hollow tubes. With one tube it injects its saliva, which contains anticoagulants and anesthetics, 
while with the other it withdraws the blood of its host. After feeding for about five minutes, the bug 
returns to its hiding place.  

The bites cannot usually be felt until some minutes or hours later, as a dermatological reaction to 
the injected agents, and the first indication of a bite usually comes from the desire to scratch the 
bite site. 

 

 

 

 


