
Carpet Beetle 

 Several species of Carpet Beetles may damage fabrics. 
Four species are most commonly encountered-the black 
carpet beetle, varied carpet beetle, common carpet 
beetle, and furniture carpet beetle.  

Carpet beetles are normally associated with things such as 
carpets, wool, furs, and any processed animal or plant food. 
Their appetite also includes dead insects, spiders, and even 
nectar and pollen. They are typically found throughout the 

United States and Canada. Females can lay up to 40 eggs and the number of larval instars range 
from 7-8 stages. The time it takes to become an adult varies from about 8 months to a year. In 
addition, the adults can live around 2 to 6 weeks. This species varies in shape, size, color, and 
pattern of scales. On average, the adults are 2 to 3 mm in length and have scales that vary from 
white, brown, yellow, or even gray-yellow. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


