
German Cockroach 

German cockroach is a relatively active species, moving around readily 
within structures. They travel from one location to another and can pass 
through very small openings. They are also regularly carried from place 
to place in such things as bagged potatoes and onions, beverage 
cartons, grocery bags, food cans, other food packages, handbags, and 
the folds of clothing. 
 

Adults are pale to medium brown and about 1/2-to 5/8-inch long. German cockroaches can be 
distinguished from other roaches by the two dark stripes on the back of their head. German 
cockroach nymphs resemble the adults except that they are smaller, wingless, and darker in color, 
often being nearly black. A single light stripe running down the middle of the back is the most 
prominent marking on the young cockroach. 

 

 

 


