
Oriental Roach 

Cockroaches are among the most common insects. Based on fossil 
evidence, roaches are known to have been present on Earth for over 
300 million years. Their sizes vary considerably; some species are up to 
several inches long. Some biologists consider insects to be one of the 
most successful groups of animals to ever inhabit this planet, and 
cockroaches are one of the most adaptable and successful insect 

groups. They have been able to survive many changing environments over millions of years. 
 
The oriental cockroach is also referred to as the waterbug, black beetle or shad roach. It is found 
in all parts of the United States.  Total length of this cockroach is about 1.25inches for the female 
and 1 inch for the male. The female has small, functionless rudimentary wings called wing pads. 
The male's wings cover about 3/4 of the abdomen. Neither the male nor the female can fly. Adults 
are very dark brown or nearly black, and usually have a somewhat greasy sheen to their body. 
Females are broader and heavier looking than males. 
 
Oriental cockroaches feed on all kinds of filth, rubbish and other decaying organic matter. They 
seem especially fond of garbage and the contents of discarded tin cans. If water is available, they 
can live for a month without food, but die within two weeks without water. 

 

 

 


