
Tick 

 Tick is the common name for the small arachnids in superfamily 
Ixodoidea that, along with other mites, constitute the Acarina. Ticks are 
ectoparasites (external parasites), living by hematophagy on the blood 
of mammals, birds, and occasionally reptiles and amphibians. Ticks are 
important vectors of a number of diseases, including Lyme disease, 
Rocky Mountain spotted fever, Southern tick-associated rash illness, 
Tick-borne relapsing fever, and Tularemia. Ticks are thought to be 
amoug the foulest and nastiest creatures on earth.  

 

 

Ticks are blood-feeding parasites that are often found in tall grass and shrubs where they will wait 
to attach to a passing host. Physical contact is the only method of transportation for ticks. Ticks do 
not jump or fly, although they may drop from their perch and fall onto a host. Some species actively 
stalk the host by foot. 

 

 

 


